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25 February 2026

DATES TO REMEMBER
Thursday 26 February 3-6 Swimming
Friday 27 February Free Dress Friday 50c donation
Monday 2 March Parent Teacher Interviews
Friday 6 March Kowree Swim Sports, selected 3-6 students
Monday 9 March Public holiday
Tuesday 10 March Student Free Day—PD for staff

Visitors to our School

This term we will have had many visitors from as near as Horsham and as far as Melbourne. There have
been many reasons for the visits but primarily people are making sure that our school community are well
following the fires in January. Knowing that the physical and emotional effects can be long lasting the ser-
vices locally and from afar want you to know that they will always be there if you need them.

Di O’Connor from student services will call in at various times and this week Jo Martin from By Five is
bringing Prof. Sharon Goldfeld and Assoc. Prof. Gehan Roberts from the RCH and MCRI to meet with us to
learn more about our school community.

Parent/Teacher Interviews

Our Parent/Teacher Interviews will be on Monday afternoon on March 2. It is a normal school day for
children. We like to keep the interviews to 10 minutes so we can talk to every family. If necessary, you can
make another time or appointment if you need to have a longer discussion with the teacher. Thank you for
the great response in returning the forms.

Pupil Free Day - for staff Professional Development. Monday March 10

This will create an extra long weekend as it is on the end of the Labour Day weekend.

The reason for the pupil free day is to re-educate ourselves with SMART Spelling. One of the advantages of
our school is the consistency in our programs. We adopted our spelling program 5 years ago and it has been
a very effective program that is implemented right across the year levels. It is best practice to revisit the
programs and complete the course or modules especially if staff are moving into different year levels or, as
in our situate, have new staff. All of the staff will participate in the SMART Spelling course and complete
modules that will demonstrate the benefits of the program and how to teach it effectively and explicitly
across all year levels.

Natimuk Primary School is a Respectful Relationships School \

Rules! Rules! Rules!

Through games and real-life scenarios, the children will be introduced to the concept of rules and why they are
needed. The children will be involved in developing rules for our school and their class to create a happy and
supportive learning environment.

J

Natimuk Primary School is committed to being a Child Safe school



School Council Elections

Nomination forms are available at the office if you are interested in becoming a member of the
council. We have 8 meetings a year: 2 per term. New members are most welcome.

Nominations are now open and forms are available at the office. Nominations will close on Friday
March 13.

At the March School Council meeting we will hold an AGM to announce Office Bearers then follow that
with a general meeting.

We are looking for members to join our school council. It is not an arduous task and you do not have
to know anything about policies or finance.

Building and Grounds

We will be having our last.inspection in March which will be to identify and rectify defects. We have a
list!

Printing School Logos

The school uniforms have been taken to the printers, they usually come back quite quickly.

Kowree Swimming Sports

Kowree Swimming Sports will be held at the Goroke pool on Friday March 6 for selected swimmers.
We are assisting our swimmers with the skills and technique they need to participate well on the day.
Parents will need to drive their children on the day and can stay and support them. Consider car
pooling. If you can drive any other children and have comprehensive insurance let me know. We will
meet at the school at 9.15am and leave by 9.30am to get to the pool, grab an ideal spot and be ready
to start at 10.30am. Relays are first.

Mrs Cameron Away

Mrs Cameron will be on leave from Thursday February 19 until Friday March 6, please let me know if |
can help with administrative queries. | will give it my best shot!

On behalf of the Natimuk Primary School staff, students and parents we wish to express our sincerest
condolences to Mrs. Cameron and her family, on the recent passing her mum, Roma, very much loved
and will be sadly missed.

Ingrid Clarkson

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK

S | ogan Hennessy - for gaining more confidence by asking questions which
B makes him organised and ready to learn.

Harlow Murray - for asking fantastic questions and trying her best in all learning
areas.
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Mrs Hausler

We're already in Week 5, and Prep—1-2 have had a really positive start to the term. In Literacy, the
Grade Ones and Twos have been busy working on a recount text for display at the show. This has been
made easier by breaking the task down into small chunks. Some children have been using simple
checklists to edit their work, and we are looking forward to publishing using our very best skills.

We continue to develop our reading skills through independent practice, small groups, and reading
with others. We are working hard on our sounds within decodable texts, and we have also been
introduced to the concept of heart words — words that we need to memorise because they can’t
always be sounded out.

In Maths, we have started exploring data and will begin looking at concepts of time later this week,
including making a clock.

Science this week saw the Prep—1-2 class have lots of fun making towers out of spaghetti and
marshmallows. After many attempts, we began talking about strategy and what worked best. Through
role play, the 3—6 students explored the properties of various materials and considered why objects
with particular uses are made from certain materials — and what might happen if they weren’t.

Now that we have established routines and expectations, we will begin some assessments next week,
particularly with the Grade Ones and Twos, to help us set meaningful learning goals for each child.

Miss Davis

In 3/4 Literacy, we are continuing to draft and publish our factual recounts before moving into our
Narrative Writing unit. A key focus in our reading sessions is developing strong comprehension
strategies, particularly the importance of asking thoughtful questions before, during and after reading.
This helps students engage more deeply and think critically about the texts they encounter.

In Maths, we have been exploring length, place value, and multiplication in a variety of forms, includ-
ing equal groups and repeated addition. Students are encouraged to find times table songs or rhythms
that appeal to them to support memorisation of their 1-12 multiplication facts.

In Integrated Studies, students did a marvellous job rewriting their story segment from Simpson and
His Donkey in their own words, demonstrating their growing understanding of the unit. This week, we
will be investigating how trenches were constructed, what they contained, and the types of weapons
used during the first World War.

In Technology, we have successfully resolved the technical issues that were preventing us from
accessing Canva. We are looking forward to designing and creating impressive portfolio title pages
over the coming week.
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Mrs Clarkson

In Literacy we are summarizing our reading text, Follow That Spy, to see how three children become
spies themselves to find out what devious plans our main character has instore. We are finishing off
our recounts. Editing techniques were used to polish up the stories; punctuation and spelling had to
be checked before they could be typed on the computer. | am looking forward to reading the
finished product.

In Maths were have been drawing cubes and rectangular prisms to find volume. Using a ruler is key
to a good looking 3D shape. In making these shapes we are trying to remember the formula for
finding volume, which is Length x Width x Height. Everyone is pleased with the progress they are
making in Maths so far.

We are looking forward to the swimming sports next week.
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