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DATES TO REMEMBER
Thursday 27 August P-2 swimming program
Thursday 27 August Book Week Dress Up Day
Wednesday 2 September Crazy Hair Day
Friday 4 September Fathers Day Pit Stop, 2pm

Book Week

Book Week dress up is Thursday August 27, tomorrow. We will have a parade with the
kinder children in the morning. We will be going swimming after recess so the Prep, 1,
2s will need to bring swimming gear as well and dress appropriately for swimming
afterwards.

Crazy Hair Day

We are holding a crazy hair day on Wednesday September 2. This day has been put on
instead of a free dress day due to our very busy schedule. The children can do their
crazy hair but need to dress in school uniform. We will ask for a donation for the day

Father’s Day Pit Stop

We will be having our Father's Day celebration on Friday September 4 at 2pm. The
children can invite one special person each. Where there is more than one sibling
needing someone special, they can invite a grandparent, uncle or other special
person. There will be a lot of fun activities. Please putitin your calendar.

Science STEM

Over the next two weeks the children will have some fantastic fun participating in
STEM activities (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics). We have
completed a guided tour of space in an inflatable Planetarium. The following week’s
activity will be about Sustainability. We have been fortunate to have 4 STEM sessions
this year at no cost, funded by the Education Department.
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Nursing Home Visit

We had to cancel our visit to the Natimuk Nursing Home on Tuesday due to illness but
hope to catch up next term. It is always a great afternoon as the residents really look
forward to our visit. There is lots of laughing, talking and playing games.

Bunnings - Garden

We have joined with Bunnings, who have donated several items including 2 raised
garden beds so we can start a vegetable garden. They will help us install them next
week.

Stormbirds

Congratulations to the Year 5 and 6 students who completed the Stormbirds Program.
We had a small celebration on Monday afternoon and feel confident they have the
necessary strengths and strategies to face future challenges.

Ingrid Clarkson

Respectful Relationships

Safe, Supportive and Inclusive Learning Environments

Students are engaging in age-appropriate learning this term, designed to build positive
relationship skills, promote gender acceptance and prevent gender-based violence.

Challenging Stereotypes: Understanding fairness and ensuring everyone feels valued,
safe, and included regardless of gender

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK

Lexi Hage — for showing persistence through a positive attitude and
willingness to learn. She embraces challenges, keeps going and never gives up.
Keep up your determination Lexi. Well done!

Xavier Cameron — for working hard in art and showing great determination to
complete tasks, even choosing to go back at lunchtime to finish his work.
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Miss Davis

For the next two weeks in Reading, we will be focusing on Determining Importance.

Students will learn to use their vocabulary knowledge, read fluently, and identify the

most important ideas and key details in a text. Determining importance is an

important skill as students learn to research, locate relevant information and answer

questions accurately. It is also a skill that can be used across many areas of

learning, including Mathematics and Integrated Studies. When reading with your

child, try asking:

. What is the most important idea in this text?

. Which details are important, and which details are less important?

. What information would you use to answer this question?

. Encourage your child to explain the meaning of unfamiliar words by looking at
the words and sentences around them, identifying familiar word parts and
using their prior knowledge.

In Writing, we will continue learning about descriptive texts, with a focus on using
technical adjectives and precise nouns to create detailed descriptions. On Friday,
we will also begin exploring personification and how giving human qualities to
objects, animals or ideas can make writing more engaging and imaginative!

In Mathematics this week, we are focusing on telling the time to the minute, as well
as correctly identifying and using AM and PM. Students are also practising ordering
times and recognising which times are the earliest and latest. We are also beginning
to explore data and grid maps! Students will be learning how to collect and represent
data, as well as interpret information and use grid maps to describe and locate
positions.

In Physical Education, we have been focusing on developing our kicking techniques
using a soccer ball. Students have enjoyed learning how to control the ball, use
different parts of their feet and look where they are kicking through a range of fun
novelty games and activities. Next week, we will be moving on to developing our
skills using AFL footballs.

In 3-6 Integrated Studies, we are finishing off our unit on World Religions. Students
have each chosen a religion to research and are currently creating an informative
brochure to share what they have learned about its beliefs, symbols, sacred texts,
places of worship and celebrations. Our next unit will focus on the Commonwealth
and the Commonwealth Games. Students will explore what the Commonwealth is,
which countries are involved and the history and significance of the Commonwealth
Games.
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Mrs Hausler

Over the past week, we have been working hard in Literacy, moving through our Pip
and Tim books and practising Magic Words. It has been wonderful to see the huge
amount of progress students are making in their reading fluency as we prioritise
rereading familiar books and concentrating on how our reading sounds. Remember,
children should only sound out words when they don’t know them. If they recognise
the word, they should simply say it and keep reading!

In Writing, our focus continues to be on neatness, line placement, correct letter
formation, and using capital letters and full stops in the right places. Some children
have made considerable progress in these areas, which has been fantastic to see.

Numeracy has been busy as we have been fitting in our Daily Reviews, practising the
months of the year and ordinal numbers, and powering through Maths Plus.
Practising the months of the year at home would be beneficial for students who are
not yet able to recall them confidently and in order.

Science was certainly a highlight this week, with both classes enjoying our visiting
planetarium! The session was incredibly engaging and interactive, with students
exploring the Sun, planets and constellations. It was a fantastic experience and a
wonderful way to bring learning about space to life.

Mrs Clarkson

In Literacy we started our Book Week book, Little Bones. We started by looking at the
cover as itis full of detail that give hints as to what the book is about. It took a while
to find all the hidden items and try to piece together an idea. The format of the book
is very different to the standard typed presentation. It added interest and broke the
story into very small segments not chapters. We are looking forward to reading it.
We are also developing our descriptive writing by choosing a location and describing
it.

In Maths we had a quiz on cubic numbers which raised a few eyebrows because the
year 5s didn’t really know what that was about. We did a lesson on drawing cubes
and had a practical session on filling one with little centicubes. The question was, is
it easier to count the centicubes or work out mathematically how many would fit into
the cube. They decided to work it out mathematically!
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